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Welcome  to  the  latest  news  update  from  Norwich  Amnesty.  The  50th Anniversary 
celebrations are coming to a close with a swathe of successful events, so here are a few 
of the highlights.

Past Events

Rocking Robins

We were pleased that Christmas card sales made a handsome profit of £162. 

Deeply Dippy

The Quiz and Dips evening on 4th February raised a dazzling £725.Well done to all those 
who dipped into their pockets.

AGM Award

The Norwich Amnesty group was awarded a prize for fundraising at the Amnesty UK AGM 
on 14th and 15th April. This year's activism awards were based on an Olympics theme and 
the Norwich Group are now Amnesty Human Rights Champions for 2012 in recognition 
of their fundraising and in particular for the Choirs for Amnesty Project.

Southbank Song Cycle

This May event went extremely well, a packed, attentive crowd gathered at the Southbank 
Centre, London to watch the Big Sky Choir’s enchanting a capella performance of the 
Song Cycle.

Out In The Street

We embarked upon our annual  Street Collection on Saturday 12th May, organised by 
Nicky Leach, which raised £249.36. Thanks to all who helped out.

Talk by Judge Evan Ruth

At our meeting on Wednesday 16th May we were joined by human rights lawyer Evan 
Ruth, a judge on the Immigration and Asylum Tribunal. It was an informative talk about the  



difficulties that refugees and the Immigration Service face.  He highlighted the need to  
secure sufficient funding for Legal Aid to be made available.

Upcoming Events

Human Rights

Our next meeting on Wednesday 20th June at the Charing Cross Centre will see Michael 
Kaye, Manager of Still  Human, Still Here,  talking on the continuing plight of asylum-
seekers and refugees as part of Refugee Week, starting at 7.30pm.

Give Peace Camp A Chance

On Saturday 23rd June we will have a stall at the Peace Camp at The Forum, Norwich to 
show our support for the cause. You can view more information regarding the event by 
visiting http://www.norwichpeace.org 

Raising The Roof

Also on 23rd June the  Choirs for Amnesty Project continues with a concert at the  St 
Nicholas Church, Salthouse NR25 7AX at 7.30pm arranged by North Norfolk Amnesty 
Group. 
The concert will be recorded, and tickets cost £10 while under 14s get in for free. 
Call 01263 711795 for tickets or get them from:

• Holt Computers Tel: 01263 711795

• Salthouse Post Office Tel: 01263 741618

• Prelude Records, 25b St Giles Street, Norwich, NR2 1JN Tel: 01603 628319

Pride Without Prejudice

We are  holding  a  stall  during  Norwich Pride festivities  on  Saturday  28th July  at  The 
Forum. 
It will be a great time to raise awareness of human rights issues and our latest campaigns, 
so please join us. 
Email info@norwichamnesty.org.uk if you would like to help with our stall.

http://www.norwichpeace.org/
mailto:info@norwichamnesty.org.uk?Subject=Help%20at%20Norwich%20Pride%20stall


Human Rights Abuses In Venezuela 

by Delphine Patétif, Ph.D candidate La Sorbonne, International Law & Human Rights

The announcement last month by President Chavez to get Venezuela out of the IACHR 
was  already  strongly  condemned  by  the  UN  and  Amnesty  International  Venezuela.
International treaties signed and ratified by Venezuela in the field of human rights have a 
preferential  and direct  application in this country,  and are an integral part  of  the legal 
system. 
Also, the Venezuelan Constitution makes an explicit mention of the American Convention 

on  human  rights,  among  other  treaties,  as  part  of  the  constitutional 
framework in some of its rules, as for example Art. 339, which refers to the 
rules which must be respected when the State of emergency is declared. It 
is found that denouncing the Convention (which means to leave it without 
effect) would entail  at the same time removing or watering down certain 
constitutional  provisions that  deal  with  one of  the  "higher  values of  the 
Venezuelan legal  system",  which  is  identified  with  "the  pre-eminence of 
human rights" (Art. 2, CBRV). This should only be done through a formal 
constitutional  reform  of  the  Bolivarian  Constitution,  through  a  new 
constituent  (Arts.  347 et  seq.,  CBRV).  None of  this  could,  however,  go 

against the mandate of inalienability and escalation of human rights, reflected in the Art. 19 
of the Venezuelan Constitution.

If the Venezuelan Supreme Court of Justice approves the denunciation of the American 
Convention on human rights, it would be an open door to more harassment against human 
rights defenders in Venezuela, but also to impunity and the consequent impossibility for 
Venezuelans who have their rights violated to come before a legally binding system. It is 
our  duty  to  try  to  make  the  Venezuelan State  understand  that  it  is  not  of  interest  to  
denounce the American Convention, since it has the more developed Constitution in the 
field of human rights in all Latin America; that is why it has to show the example; and of 
course, it is its duty as a State to protect its population.  Delphine Patétif

TURKMENISTAN    Your Opportunity To Make A Difference

For a while we have been waiting to be allocated a casefile from the Individuals at Risk 
Programme. Finally we have one, three in fact! Here is a very brief detail of the case.

Ogoolsapar  Mooradova,  Annakurban  Amandklychev  and  Sapardurdy  Khadziev  were 
detained in 2006 solely for being members of the Turkmenistan Helsinki Foundation which 
publishes human rights violations in the country. Since 2006 a new president has come to 
power, but repression of any form of peaceful dissent remains unabated. In late 2010 the 
president urged his Ministry of National Security to fight those who “defame our democratic 
law based secular state and try to destroy the unity and solidarity of our society”.
Ogoolsapar was a journalist and she died in custody in unknown circumstances in 2006. 

Annakurban is a geography teacher and Sapardurdy, who graduated from police academy 
in 1985, is a gardener. Both remain in custody.

All three are prisoners of conscience who have been ill- treated in pre-trial detention.

Of course there is lots of other background information and soon we must start our actions 
with  letter  writing  to  the  authorities  and  to  the  families  of  the  POCs  expressing  our 
solidarity.
We will have cards, letters, information about Turkmenistan etc. Fortunately the country 



coordinator lives in Bury St Edmunds and we can call on her expertise.

We will be devoting our July meeting to discussing these cases and preparing for actions 
on 25th August, which is the anniversary of their detention and on 14 th September which is 
the anniversary of the death of Ogoolsapar.

So if you would like to find out more and help with these cases please come along to our  
meeting on Wednesday 18th July. In the meantime it would help greatly if you could let me 
know if  you are able to help with this casefile on a regular basis by contacting us on 
info@norwichamnesty.org.uk as we need to monitor our progress.

Also if you have ideas for publicity and media work please let me know. Are there any 
Russian or Turkmen speakers who you know?

I have offered to act as group coordinator. Many thanks and I look forward to working with 
you,

David Ford

Success Stories

Patrick Okoroafor Released

We are delighted to announce that  child prisoner Patrick Okoroafor, 
one of the cases written to in the Write for Rights campaign, has been 
released in Nigeria. Thank you for playing your part in helping him gain 
his freedom.

Afghan Journalist Freed

On Tuesday 8th May Afghan TV journalist Nasto Naderi was released on bail by security 
forces in Afghanistan. He was detained on 21st April  after his show broadcast material 
criticising the mayor of Kabul. However, he is still under investigation and could be put on  
trial for criticising government officials. Amnesty International is monitoring the situation 
and will keep members updated.

Syria Releases Human Rights Lawyer

Human rights lawyer Abdullah al-Khalil was released on 28th March after strong calls from 
Amnesty to secure his freedom. It was the fourth time that he was arrested since May 
2011.  Following  his  release,  he  sent  Amnesty  International  a  message  saying,  “Best 
wishes to everyone.”

mailto:info@norwichamnesty.org.uk


Current AIUK Campaigns

North Korean Prison Camps Must Close
A prisoner of North Korean prison camp number 14, Shin 
Dong-hyuk managed a miraculous escape when he was 
aged 23, having lived there since he was born. He grew up 
in fear, hunger and forced labour, knowing nothing of the 
outside world. 

Aged 13, his mother and her other son tried to escape. As 
punishment, Dong-hyuk was repeatedly tortured for seven 
months. Towards the end of this ordeal he was forced to 
watch the execution of his mother and brother.

An estimated 200,000 women, men and children remain in the camps. 

Please visit the Amnesty UK website to find out how you can do more to close down these 
camps.

Contact Norwich Amnesty

Norwich Group Website: www.norwichamnesty.org.uk

Contact us on: info@norwichamnesty.org.uk  

AIUK Website: www.amnesty.org.uk

Forthcoming 2012 Meeting Dates
We meet  on  the third  Wednesday of  each  month  at  7.30pm at  the  Charing  Cross 
Centre, St John Maddermarket, Norwich.

• Wednesday 18th July
• Wednesday 15th August
• Wednesday 19th September – Talk by Jenny Kelly of the North Norfolk Amnesty 

on "How to live and farm under Israeli occupation"
• Wednesday 17th October
• Wednesday 21st November
• Wednesday 19th December

Don’t forget all the other events we’ve planned for you, listed above.

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
mailto:info@norwichamnesty.org.uk
http://www.norwichamnesty.org.uk/

